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Study of the Periodic and Nonnegative Periodic Solu-
tions of Functional Differential Equations via Fixed Points

M.B. Mesmouli, A. Ardjouni*, A. Djoudi

Abstract. In this paper, we study the existence of periodic and nonnegative periodic solutions of
the nonlinear neutral differential equation

2 (t)=—a)h(z(t-—7@)+ct)2'(t-7@)+CG{tzt) z(t—7().

We invert this equation to construct a sum of a compact map and a large contraction which is
suitable for applying the modification of Krasnoselskii’s theorem. The Carathéodory condition is
used for the function G.
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1. Introduction

Theory of functional differential equations with delay has undergone a rapid develop-
ment in the previous fifty years. We refer the readers to [1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13]
and references therein for a wealth of reference materials on the subject. More recently,
researchers have given special attention to the study of equations in which the delay argu-
ment occurs in the derivative of the state variable as well as in the independent variable,
so-called neutral differential equations. In particular, qualitative analysis such as periodic-
ity and positivity of solutions of neutral differential equations, has been studied extensively
by many authors.

In the present paper, we study the existence of periodic and nonnegative periodic
solutions of the nonlinear differential equation

rt)=—at)h(zt—7)+ct)’ t—7@)+G{t,z@),z(t—T1(t)), (1)

where a is positive real valued function, c is continuously differentiable, 7 is twice contin-
uously differentiable. The function h : R — R is continuous, G : R x R x R — R satisfies
the Carathéodory condition. Our purpose here is to use a modification of Krasnoselskii’s
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fixed point theorem due Burton (see [4], Theorem 3) to show the existence of periodic
and nonnegative periodic solutions for the equation (1). Clearly, the present problem is
totally nonlinear so that the variation of parameters cannot be applied directly. Then, we
resort to the idea of adding and subtracting terms. As noted by Burton in [4], the added
term destroys a contraction already present in part of the equation, but it replaces it with
the so called a large contraction mapping which is suitable for fixed point theory. During
the process, we have to transform (1) into an integral equation written as a sum of two
mappings: one is large contraction and the other is compact. After that, we use a variant
of Krasnoselskii’s fixed point theorem, to show the existence of periodic and nonnegative
periodic solutions.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present the inversion of (1), some
definitions and Krasnoselskii-Burton’s fixed point theorem. In Section 3, we present our
main results on existence of periodic solutions of (1). Finally, we present our main results
on existence of nonnegative periodic solutions of (1) in Section 4.

2. Preliminaries

For T > 0 define Pr = {¢: 90 € C(R,R), ¢(t+T)=0¢(t)}, where C (R,R) is the
space of all real valued continuous functions. Then Pr is a Banach space when it is
endowed with the supremum norm

= t)|.
] nax, | ()|
In this paper we assume that
a(t—T)=a(t), ct—-T)=c(t), Tt-T)=71(t), 7(t)>7">0, (2)

where 7* is a constant, a is positive and
¢ 1
1— e Jirats)ds = p # 0. (3)

It is interesting to note that equation (1) becomes of advanced type when 7 (¢) < 0. Also,
we assume that for all ¢, 0 <¢ < T,

() # 1. (4)
Since T is periodic, condition (4) implies that 7/ (¢) < 1. The function G (¢, z, y) is periodic
in t of period T. That is
The following lemma is fundamental to our results.

Lemma 1. Suppose (2)-(5) hold. If x € Pr, then x is a solution of the equation (1) if
and only if

a:(t)zn/tT/i(t,u)a(u) [x(U)—h(x(U))]du+1_c(7%
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+ /t_T(t) a(u)h(z(u)du—mn /t_T K (t,u)a(u) /u_T(u) a(s)h(x(s))dsdu+
+ U/tT/i(t,u) [(1 — 7 (u)) a(u -7 (U)) — a(u)] h(q: (u — T (u))) du-+

t
+n/ w(tu) [0 (u) 2 (u—7(w) + G (u,z (u), 2 (u =7 (u)))] du, (6)
t=T

where

b = Lo DU r W) 4o o) .

and

k(t,u) =e" Jua(s)ds, (8)
(

Proof. Let x € Pr be a solution of (1). Rewrite the equation (1) as

() +at)z(t)=at)zt)—at)h(z)+a(t)h(z(t) -
—a)h(@(t—7) +ct)r t—71)+G(t,zt),x({t—7(t) =
d t
=aq T —h(x a(s)h s))ds
OO -]+ g [ eGh@E)ds

+[A=r®)at—-7®)—a®)]h(z-7)+
e (t—7 1)+ G ta )zt —7().

Multiply both sides of the above equation by exp ( fo s) and then integrate from
t —T to t, to obtain

/t [az (u) elo “(S)ds}/du =

t—T

=/ a (u) [ (u) — h (2 ()] €6 “4 g1
t—T

t d U s . efo ds )
/t—T [du L_T(u) (s)h(z(s))d ] du+

t u
/t—T [(1 -7 (u)) a(u—r7(u)—a (u)] h(z(u—71(u))) o’ a(s)ds gy, 4

t
+ / [c (w)z' (u—1(u)) + G (u,z(u),z(u—T7 (u)))] oJota(s)ds g,
t—T
As a consequence, we arrive at

T (t) efot a(s)ds T (t i ) fgiT a(s)ds __

— [tz - bz @) O
t=T
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t u
’ / [d / a (S) h (LU (S)) dS] ef()u a(S)dsdu+
=1 [ St

—I—/t_T [(1=7"(w)a(u—7(u)—a(w]h(@@u-7(u )))efo $)ds g, 1
+ /tT [c(u) 2’ (u—7 )+ G (u,x(u),z (u—T(u))] oJota(s)ds g,

By dividing both sides of the above equation by exp ( fg a(s) ds) and taking into account
the fact that x (t) = z (t — T'), we obtain

/ b ()] e~ o gy 4
/ [ /u PRICIEIE) ds] o= Jiale)ds gy,
/ (1= (W) a(u—7(u) —a@)]h@@w-—7w))e Juady4
+1 /t | [etwa!(u = (@) + G (ww (W), 2 (u =7 (@))] € Jua()ds gy, 9)

where 7 is given by (3). Rewrite

t t
c(u)a (u—r7(u))e” Juals)ds gy, —

T

=T

= t — 7' ()2 (u—T7(u 70(@ e~ Jua®)ds gy,
- [ 0= @) ) du.

Integration by parts in the above integral with

:7C(u) e~ Juals)ds ap =(1—-7"(u)a2" (u—7(u
U= ddv = (17 (w)a' (w7 (W),

yields

t t
/ c(u)a (u—1(u)e Jur®dsgy =
T

:lxl‘(t—T(t))C(t)i ! Wz lu—1(u e—fia(s)ds u
D D [ b () w, (o)

where b(u) is given by (7). In the same way we obtain the integral

/:T [di/u:(u)a(s)h( ())ds]e S als)ds gy, —
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t

t
-2 /t Ly PR ) du-

—/ [/u a(s)h(x(s))ds]a(u)efia(s)deu. (11)
t—T | Ju—T(u)

Then substituting (10) and (11) into (9) we obtain (6). The converse implication is easily
obtained and the proof is complete.«

Now, we give some definitions to be used in the sequel.

Definition 1. The map f : [0,T] x R"™ — R s said to satisfy Carathéodory conditions
with respect to L [0, T) if the following conditions hold:

(i) For each z € R™, the mapping t — f (t,z) is Lebesgue measurable.

(i7) For almost all t € [0,T], the mapping z — f (t,z) is continuous on R™.

(iii) For each v > 0, there exists o € L' ([0, T],R) such that for almost all t € [0, T]
and for all z such that |z| < r, we have |f (t,z)] < a, (t).

T. A. Burton observed that Krasnoselskii’s result can be more attractive in applications
with some changes and formulated Theorem 1 below (see [5] for the proof).

Definition 2. Let (M,d) be a metric space and assume that B : M — M. B is said to

be a large contraction, if for ¢, ¥ € M, with ¢ # v, we have d(Bp, By) < d(p,), and
if Ve > 0, 30 < 1 such that

[, € M, d(p,) > €] = d(Bp, By) < dd(p,7) .

It is proved in [5] that a large contraction defined on a closed bounded and complete metric
space has a unique fixed point.

Theorem 1 (Krasnoselskii-Burton). Let M be a closed bounded convexr nonempty subset
of a Banach space (B, ||.||). Suppose that A and B map M into M such that

(1) A is completely continuous,

(ii) B 1is large contraction,

(7i1) z,y € M implies Ax + By € M.
Then there exists z € M with z = Az + Bz.
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3. Existence of periodic solutions

To apply Theorem 1, we need to define a Banach space B, a closed bounded convex
subset M of B and construct two mappings: one is a completely continuous and the other
is large contraction. So, let (B, |.||) = (Pr, ||.||) and

M={p€Pr, |l¢| <L}, (12)
with L € (0,1]. For x € M, let the mapping H be defined by
H(z)=z—h(z), (13)

and by (6), define the mapping S : Pr — Pr as follows

S0 =n [ wltwalu) ) dut - @)+

+/t a(u)h(tp(u))du—n/t_Tm(t,u)a(u)/uu 0 (s) h (o () dsdut

—7(t) —7(u)

+77/tTl€(t,u) [(1 — 7 (u)) a(u — T(U)) — a(u)] h((p(u—T(u))) du-+

t
+n /t—T k(t,u) [=b(u)p(u—71u)+G(u,p(u),e(u—r7(u))du. (14)
Then, we express the above equation as

(S¢) (t) = (Ap) (1) + (Be) (1),

where A, B : Pr — Pr are given by

(Ap) (t) = T

and

(Bp) (t) = n/t_TH(t,U)a(u)H(w (u)) du. (16)

We will assume that the following conditions hold.

(H1) a € L' [0, T] is bounded.
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(H2) h is locally Lipschitz continuous. Then for z, y € M there exist a constant E > 0
such that
h(z) —h(y)| < Ellz—yl.

(H3) G satisfies Carathéodory conditions with respect to L [0, 7.

(H4) There exists periodic functions g1, go, g3 € L' [0, T], with period T, such that
G (&2, )| < g1 () [2] + g2 (£) y] + g3 (£) -
Now, we need the following assumptions
P (EL+|h(0)]) < G L, (17)

where (1 = max,c(o.7) |7 (t)] and B2 = maxejo 7 {a (f)},

[b(t)] < y2a (t), (18)
(A=7"®)alt—7(t)+a) (EL+h(0)]) <s3La(t), (19)
g1 (t)L+g2(t) L+ g3(t) <vala(t), (20)

_ c(t)
= o | )
Jm+r+y+ya+ <1, (22)

where v;, 1 <1¢ < 5 and J are positive constants with J > 3.

Lemma 2. For A defined in (15), suppose that (2)-(5), (17)-(22) and (H1)-(H4) hold.
Then A: M — M.

Proof. Let A be defined by (15). First, by (2) and (5), a change of variables in (15)
shows that (Ap) (t +T) = (Ap) (t). That is, if ¢ € Pr, then Ay is periodic with period
T. By (H2) we obtain

A ()] < Ela|+ A (0)].

Now let ¢ € M. By (17)—(22) and (H1)-(H4) we have

|(Ap) ()] <
| ‘w t—T())I+/t_ el )ldus
+n/t T /u—T(U)a(s)‘h((P (s))| dsdu+

o [t [(1= 7 @) (w7 () + a )] [0 (o (a7 ()] dut
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+?7/t_T/<c(t,u) (16 (w)| | (u—7 (W) + |G (u, ¢ (), 0 (u— 7 (W))]) du <
< 5L+ B182 (EL + |h (0)]) +

+n/ttTF~(t, u) a (u) B1B2 (EL+|h(0)]) dut

+77/th““’ w [(1=7"(w) a(u—7(u)+a(w)] (EL+ |h(0)]) dut
+n /t tTn(t, w) a (u) yo Ldu+

+77/£Tﬁ(t,u) [91 (&) |0 (£) | + g2 (8) [ (t — 7 () | + g5 (£)] du <

L
<L+l +y3L + vl + L < 7 <L.
That is Ap € M.«

Lemma 3. For A: M — M defined in (15), suppose that (2)-(5), (17)-(22) and (H1)-
(H4) hold. Then A is completely continuous.

Proof. We show that A is continuous in the supremum norm. Let ¢,, € M, where n is
a positive integer such that ¢, — ¢ as n — co. Then

[(Apn) (1) = (Ap) ()] <

c

0
< |20 lon e = @p - o e o1+

+ / 0 (u) [h (on () — b (p ()] du-t

—7(t)

—l—n/t_TH(t,u)a(u) /zi ( )a(s)\h(gon () — h(e(s))| dsdu+

—|—77/tTn(t,u) [(1—T’(u))a(u—T(u))—a(u)] X
X |h(pn (u— 7 (w)) = k(@ (u—7(w))|dut

+n/t_TH(t,U) b (W) on (u =7 (w) =@ (u—7(u)| dut

+ ﬂ/tT k(t,u) |G (u, on(u), on (u—7 () — G (u, @ (u),p(u—71(u)))|du.

By the Dominated Convergence Theorem, lim,,_ o0 [(Apy) (t) — (Ap) (t)] = 0. Then A is
continuous.
We next show that A is completely continuous. Let ¢ € M. Then, by Lemma 2, we
see that
[Agl| < L,
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and so the family of functions A¢p is uniformly bounded. Again, let ¢ € M. Without loss
of generality, we can pick w < ¢ such that ¢ —w < T'. Then

[(Ap) (1) = (Ap) (w)] <

< '1 ff/)(t)gp(t T O) - e T(w))’ +

H [ e@he@idi— [ ane) i+
t—7(t) w—T(w)

+1 /t_TFﬂ (t,u)a(u) /U_T(u) a(s)h(e(s))dsdu—

—/‘:T/@'(w,u)a(u) /uu a(s)h (o(s)) dsdu

—7(u)

/tTﬁ (t,u) [(1 — 7 (u)) a(u—r7(u)— a(u)] h(p(u—r7(u)))du—

+

+n

— /iTﬁ(w,u) [(177'(u))a(u77(u))fa(u)] h(p(u—7(u)))du|+
+n /t_Tff(t,u)b(u)go(u—T(u))du—/iTﬁ(w,u)b(u)go(u—T(u))du +
| [ () G g ) o (= 7 () du
— /w K(w,u) G(u, o (u),p(u—71(u))dul.
w=T
Since (H1)—(H4) and (17)—(22) hold, we can rewrite
t

n /t_T/{(t u) [(1 — 7 (u)) a(u—r7(u))— a(u)] h(p(u—7(u)))du—

— /iTﬂ(w,u) [(1 — 7 (u)) a(u—r7(u)— a(u)] h(p(u—r7(u)))du| <
<o [t (1 @) a7 ()~ a )] (o =7 ()| dut
+77/iT\f<c(t,u)—/<;(w,u)\ [(1=7"(w)a(u—7(u)—a(u)]x

x |k (¢ (u— 7 (u))| dut

t—T
+n f(w,u) [(T=7"(u)a(u—7 () —a()]h(pu—7(w)))du<

w—

T
t w
<205 [ ala(u)dutn [ e (t) = w e 0)| Ll () du <
w w=T
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t T
< 2775373L/ a(u)du+ 7773L/ |k (t,u) — Kk (w,u)|a(u) du,
w 0
where (33 = max,cp—714 {# (¢, 1)}, and

Ui /tTF&(t,u)b(u)go(u—T(u))du—

— /w K(w,u)b(u)p(u—"1(u))du| +
w—T

| [ Rt Gl ()7 (@) du-

<

[ )Gl oo T @)du
< 2npBs /w t [a (W) v3L +g,/5; (U)} du+

+ | ) = )] [o () 0L + 0,3, ()]

and
o\ [ rwat [ a6 he ) dsin-
- ) K(w,u)a(u ' a(s)h dsdu
JRC <>/U_T(u) ()h (¢ (5))
<2n53/ (u) Ldu+n/ 5 6 0) — () () 2 L <
<nﬁgfylL/ u) du +n— L/ |k (t,u) — Kk (w,u)| a(u) du,
and

which implies

79
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7c(t) -7 __c w) w—T7(w

< |20t —r ) - e - >>\+
t T

+27753’73L/ u) du +nvy3 L (w,u)| a(u) du+t
w 0

+ 2183 /w t [a (w) 3L+ g, 51 (U)} du+

+ n/(]T |k (t,u) — Kk (w,u)] {a (w)vsL + 9. /51 (u)} du+

t

T
+n5371L/ (u )du+n“L/ Ik (t,u) — K (w, u)| a (v) dut

w

t t—r(t)
+ (EL+ h(0)) (/ a(s)ds—l—/_ ( )a(s)ds).

Then, by the Dominated Convergence Theorem, |(Ap) (t) — (Ap) (w)] — 0 as t —w —
0 independently of ¢ € M. Thus, (Ap) is equicontinuous. Hence, by Ascoli-Arzela’s
theorem, A is completely continuous.«

Now, we state an important result of [1, Theorem 3.4] and for convenience we present
below its proof. We deduce by this Theorem that the following are sufficient conditions
for the mapping H given by (13) to be a large contraction on the set M.

(H5) h:R — R is continuous on [—L, L] and differentiable on (—L, L).
(H6) The function h is strictly increasing on [—L, L].
(HT) sup;e(—r,ry ' (t) < 1.

Theorem 2. Let h: R — R be a function satisfying (H5)—-(H7). Then the mapping H in
(13) is a large contraction on the set M.

Proof. Let p,¢ € M with ¢ # 9. Then ¢ (t) # 1 (t) for some t € R. Let us denote
the set of all such ¢ by D (p,1), i.e.,

D(p, ) ={teR:p(t)# ()}
For all t € D (¢,1), we have

[(Hp) (t) = (Hy) ()] <

< Ie ()~ 0 (1)~ h(e (1) + b6 (1) <
<lo(0) - w01 - HER=T ) (23)

Since h is a strictly increasing function, we have
he®)=hW®) oo ait e D (g 0). (24)

p(t) =1 (1)
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For each fixed t € D (¢, ) define the interval I C [-L, L] by

I _{ (p (), (@) ifp(t) <y (t),
! W (), ) ity <e().

The Mean Value Theorem implies that for each fixed ¢ € D (¢,1) there exists a real
number ¢; € I; such that

hip®)—h@@®) _ .
PR
By (H6) and (H7) we have
0< ue(i?E,L)h (u) < J?ﬁ R (u) <h'(¢) < 21612 R (u) < ue?l—lE,L)h (u) < 1. (25)
Hence, by (23)—(25) we obtain
() 0 - (D) O] < o () - w Ol |1 = it ). (26)

for all t € D (p,1). This implies a large contraction in the supremum norm. To see this,
choose a fixed € € (0,1) and assume that ¢ and v are two functions in M satisfying

e< sup [p(t) =y @)= l¢—l.
te(—L,L)

If [p (t) =9 (t)| < § for some t € D (p,v), then we get by (25) and (26) that

() (1) — (H) (0] < 3 o (1) % ()] < 5 llp — ¥ (27)

Since h is continuous and strictly increasing, the function h (u + %) — h(u) attains its
minimum on the closed and bounded interval [-L, L]. Thus, if § < | (t) — ¢ ()| for some
t € D (p,1), then by (H6) and (H7) we conclude that

B (£) = h (6 (1)
Ry YO

>\,

where

)\::%min{h(u—i—%) —h(u):uc [—L,L]} > 0.

Hence, (23) implies

[(He) (1) = (HY) (O] < (L =X [lo = 9] (28)
Consequently, combining (27) and (28) we obtain
[(He) (t) = (H) ()] <5l =, (29)

where

1
5—max{2,1—)\}.
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The proof is complete. <

The next result shows the relationship between the mappings H and B in the sense of
large contractions. Assume that

max {|H (~L)|,|H (D)} < 2. (30)

Lemma 4. Let B be defined by (16), and suppose (2)-(5) and (H5)-(H7) hold. Then
B: M — M is a large contraction.

Proof. Obviously, B is continuous and it is easy to show that (By)(t +T) = (By)(t).
Let ¢ € M. Then

[(Be) (1) < /tT'i(tau)a(u) max {|H (=L)|,[H (L)} du <
2L
< A <L,

which implies B : M — M.
By Theorem 2, H is a large contraction on M. Then for any ¢, € M with ¢ #
and for any € > 0, from the proof of that Theorem we can find a § < 1 such that

(B0~ B0 O = o [ wltwa)H (o)~ H 6 w)] ] <

t
< ||<P¢H7I/t_Tﬁ(t,u)a(u)du§
<5le—ul.

The proof is complete. <

Theorem 3. Suppose the hypotheses of Lemmas 2, 3 and 4 hold. Let M be defined by
(12). Then the equation (1) has a T-periodic solution in M.

Proof. By Lemmas 2, 3, A is continuous and A (M) is contained in a compact set. Also,
from Lemma 4, the mapping B is a large contraction. Next, we show that if ¢, € M,
we have [|[Ay + By|| < L. Let ¢, € M with |||, ||| < L. Then

2
|AY + Byl < [71+72+73+74]L+3L§

L 2L
—+4+—=0L.
- J + J
Clearly, all the hypotheses of the Krasnoselskii-Burton’s theorem are satisfied. Thus, there
exists a fixed point z € M such that z = Az + Bz. By Lemma 1, this fixed point is a

solution of (1). Hence, (1) has a T-periodic solution.«



Study of the Periodic and Nonnegative Periodic Solutions 83

4. Existence of nonnegative periodic solutions

Motivated by the works [7, 8, 9], we obtain in this section the existence of a nonnegative
periodic solution of (1). To apply Theorem 1, we need to define a closed, convex and
bounded subset M of Pr. So, let

M={¢ePr:0<¢<K}, (31)

where K is a positive constant. To simplify notation, we let

t

F(t,xz(t) = /t o a(s)h(z(s))ds, (32)

and we assume for all ¢t € [0,7], z € M, that there exist constants hy, ha,c1, c2, a1, a2,
such that

hl, h2 Z O, —hlm S F (t,x) S hgx, (33)
c(t)

cr,c2 20, —cp < 1_77_,“) < ¢o, (34)

co+ ho <1, (35)

0<a <al(t) <ag, (36)

(h1 +c1)az + (c2 + h2) a1 < a, (37)

(hi+c1)Kag < —a(t)F (t,z)+ [(1—=7 ) at—7(t) —a(®)]h(y)—
-bt)y+G(tx,y), (38)

—a®)Fta)+ [(1-7@)alt—7)—a@®)]h(y)+a®)H (z) —b(t)y+
+G(t,z,y) < (1 —hg—co)Kay. (39)

Lemma 5. Let A, B be given by (15), (16), respectively, and assume (2)—(5) and (33)-
(89) hold. Then A, B :M — M.

Proof. Let A be defined by (15). Then, for any ¢ € M, we have

(49) () < 20

- T]/tTn(t,u)a(u)F(u,gp(u))du—l—

pt—7(0)+F(ted)-

—I—U/t_T/-i(t,u) (1=7"(w)aw—7(w)—a()h(e(u—7))dut

—I—Tl/tT/i(t,u) [=b(u) pu — 7 (u) + G (u, 0 (u), o (u—7(u)))] du <
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t
Sn/ K(t,u) (1 —ha — c2) Kajdu + ho K + co K <
t=T
t
Sn/ k(t,u)a(u) (1 —hy —c2) Kdu+ ha K + oK = K.
t—T

On the other hand

t
(Ap) (1) > n/ () an (Kh o+ K du— b = K >
t_

v

t
7]/ k(t,u)a(u) (Khy + Kep)du — b K — K = 0.
t—T

That is, Ap € M.
Now, let B be defined by (16). Then, for any ¢ € M, we have

t
OS(BQO)(t)Sn/ k(t,u)a(u) (1 —hy —c2) Kdu < K.
t=T
That is, By € M.«

Theorem 4. Suppose the hypotheses of Lemmas 3, 4 and 5 hold. Then the equation (1)
has a nonnegative T-periodic solution x in the subset M.

Proof. By Lemma 3, A is completely continuous. Also, by Lemma 4, the mapping B
is a large contraction. By Lemma 5, A, B : Ml — M. Next, we show that if ¢, 1 € M, then
we have 0 < Ay + By < K. Let ¢,¢ € M with 0 < ¢,1 < K. By (33)-(39)

(AY)(t) + (Bp)(t) =

+ n/tT K (tu) [—b(u)(u— 7(u) + G(u, ¥(u), Y(u — 7(u)))] du <
Sn/tiT”(t’u)a(u) (1 —hg —co) Kdu+ ho K + oK = K.

On the other hand

(A) (t) + (Be) (t) = 0.
Clearly, all the hypotheses of the Krasnoselskii-Burton’s theorem are satisfied. Thus, there
exists a fixed point z € M such that 2z = Az + Bz. By Lemma 1, this fixed point is a
solution of (1) and the proof is complete. <
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